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Barm in 1941, Teyo Ito graduated from the Tokyo University depart-
ment of Architecture In 1965, Altér a brief time of working for
Aiyonar Kikutake Architect and Associates. Tovo Ito set up his own
tudin, "Urban Rabal, ™ in Tokyos in 1971, In 1979, the nama of the firm
manged 1o ile prefent one, Toyo Ito B Azsoctates, Architects. The
srzhitect created the bazis for new goncepls of life in large popula-
cenlerd wilth hit rendwnad dormatiic contiructiant, ™White

14781, and "Silver Hul™{1984], He alio developed the vision of large
—abile-gily comrTaunitias wWith the “Pas Projects,™ sush ar A
1welling for a Tokye Nomad Girl™ [1985). Hiz mosl recently acclaimed

sject, “The Sendai Mediatheque,™ completad in 2000, i a power-
rul work where Toyo (to Tucidly demonsirates his enthusiasm for
npermanance and ambiguily.

fakurajousui K House, located in Tokyo, was built for a married

ple, the project baing a tatally axparimantal aluminum house. Az
tme ratult of long retearch with engineers, the aluminum house
smded up achieving & more dalicats tpacs Than the uousl gtructure:

t in lapan with the uze of reinforced concrele. Since a space

xmporition similar 1o a wooden struciurd was algo possible 1o con-

eptualize, accarding te Teyo [o, the aluminum house iz guite suit-
s5le ad a small resldencs, One should pay cloze attentian ta 1L uni-
fred finish and struciure.

Teyn Ita, when designing this project, had a feeling that e was
spproaching more ihe field of industrial product designing, Vike
sesigning vehicles, rather thal deing pure archileciure. The weaak

wimt of the project, argued ito, is the challange of soundproafing
though fomé ImMprovameants could De made In thiE respect, he
sremitect confends that there is greal polential in Aluminum haws-
i1 15 recyclabla, lightwaight, and eaty to arzemble, therefore
=uite appropriale 1o use ai lemporary housing for refugess in ditas
ier ATBAE, oF to Be uzed to bBuild am annex an the roof or a lerrace of
2 building. Compared 1o Ths wooden $Truciiing &7 & JAapanats Route,
t i1 maore apan and airy. Toyo lto maintains that one of the new pro-
tztyped of houwsing systems avatlable in the future shoauld definilely

e the aluminum house. {:‘,":
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All Ftrueture Was mbdeé dul of aluminum, Becaming the first aluminum

RoULE In Ihe weorld, The srehilect £ inlenlion was to realize & light ama
camfartable fpace Tor lving,
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ANl commen living space, including ihe bathroom and the kitchen, is
SIEUATEHA 1n Tha FITTE TEGRN, wWhile 1ha QU MOOm AR 1he 1ol T8ITACE
are localed in the fecond Moo
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Thanks 1o the strueture of AlUMARUR, ard the effec] of ihe Paliz-liks
sunroam, ihe INNar SpAcE Decommet Bright, in g Nuid sonnsstissn it W
IT 1t ware aneé single roam
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Degpile Deing Dulll wilh conciela, glati and wood, e tpace conveys & Tol
afl aliriness and Thghiness.
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Takaharu (Tokye, 1964] and hizs wife Yul (Kanagawa, 1969) Tezuka
=itablizshed their own architectural atsliar in lokya im 1994
=reviously, they had respectively worked in Richard Ragers' studic

Landan and studied under Prafectar Ron Herron al the University

! londan, Teruka Architecls bave, at presont, become ane of the
noil emblemalic young arehiteciural Japanéese studios. Among
RElr most representalive work are projects like “The Wood Deck
ise,” which received an award from The Tokyo Sociely of
rehitects; “Kawagos Music Apartment;™ “Machiya House;™
Megaphone House,™ “Heuce to catch the Sky,™ and “"Roof House, ™
AIEh was awarded the Yornioka prize and tha 2007 Japan Instilute
=T AFCRHITECIE PTicH
lezuka’s main molte i1 {o try to turm thelr client’s most bizarre
nd whirmntical dreams into reality, Thal explaing the wide varisty
nd range of their works. Depanding an the type of site of the proj-
T ana the neads of their particular client, each building adepis a
specific and marked character.
AL Tor the Wall-less Houte, the large 198 12 in & dénte rasidan=
nelghbornood of Tokyo's Setagaya dlstrict. The building is locat-
noan ared that provides a rare opportunity, according to the
tectz, lo open the house coempletely to the surrounding land-
cape, an enviranment raminiscent of & reireat villa 11 thé SoUR-
ie. ODocupying only 20% of the gite, the dwealling leaves ample
A Around 1t for & truly epen, continuous space, or a ™iruly wall-
=tf house. " Using a lighlweight steel and a lead-bearimg frame
truchure, the axial loads are disiribuied through only & utility core
ihe cenler and two thin columng, thetafors apaning the lving
-ace 1o the outsids cumplﬂaly an all sides, The fears, thus, okt
he &lr, surrounded by trees that help provids for gresnsny as well

privacy
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Then hioute 15 tupported only by a central core and a pair of estremely

thin columng. Thus, there 15 na wall on the ground Meer level and
imtarnal 1pace axfends Y50 degrees out on fo the gparden,

nbrd Flear Flan .
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Thanks fa an effestive tﬂp ||ﬂ'hl| e Balifinodim hecomes 4 coIy and a
ehgerTill Fpase. Datpils Baifg in eenlial 'l'nquu_ ihe inhabitanis can
feel nalure and the change af seasons all the 1ime.

Righl: Yiew of Tokyo from ihe terrace.
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Tomoyukd Uisurm [Mito, japan, 1963] it & graduate fram The Royal
#ge of Art in Loandan, tngland and Tsukuba University in Japan
“fter selling up hiy own studio in (988, he foon became one of the
NoET prominent amerging architects based in Tokya
Tha location of the "Kamakura™ houte et along the palth leading
ihe mountain promenade of Kamakura. The old Buddhist temple,
eurmyah)l,; 15 located nerth of the site, The $ite uied to be the
ot gardsn of the neighbor’s house. Several ireas, such & maiden-
natr tras and a tlall aherry trae, are sTill planted there. Since the tile
scafed in A designated conservation Area of the Mstarical ity of
=amakura, the house lecation was established ACCOTRITg 10 The BOL1
tiom of these existing treet. Peaapls living in Kamakura believe that
wervalion creates history, The young owner of the Rouse, & native
the city of Kamakura, decided to preserve the city"s history by
P Ing The Trées Yo remain in the area
For the construction of ihiz tiny houte, neither special methods
r any noval matarials were uied. Because of the client®s rpecial
egquest, the house presents a4 unigue form, with the piteh of the
AR Foof cetigned o AL not o disturk the symbalic cherry iras
MNat, ene=stery level inzseried under tha rial, willh & fronl gar-
3870, PIACSAS Thé TI08 Al & |'|I‘r|||r lewel willly Lhe urrpunding cityicapa.
o main ground flogr Noats slightly off the greund, Wwhils an upper
flsor and & |owar flaor aré adcommodated under a sloped roof. In
idef lg make thia three-dimensional rpace compesition more
wttractive, several loopholes that connect different levels are craat
Fo that it becomes possible to wander all around the house. Every
ner if given a characieristic mark. They are intercannactod with
giher af a crossing point of two axkes. Az a result, this compact
iye gives the impression of being mare spacious Ihanm i1 actual
fioar araa. With the tmall baleony devited on the rooftop, the owner
enjoy pioturesgue views of the temple undar 1ha moanlight with

e mouniaing In the DACkgroumnd
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View af thé Ffagade and the garden. The sile iy located 1n & sl grated
consgrvation area of the historical ity Bamakura, (hut ihe houts WA
designed 1o be integrated to the surrsundings,

Above: Yiew of the iludy room eharacterized by 111 triangular roaf
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The kitehen and the batlhream wars Satigned fTunctionally wilth a fred

color gcharme. Through the plani, you can see the unigus farm anad
centlmnuclion system af ihe haurs
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a lag house™, beacaurs there i1 &

N The houze I cormmonly called
DATEAgE B ATound 1F 50 AT Children may ﬁll]’ insige, TRanks 1o
thif pafiage, tha Inner fpace of the houde ook larger than 114
achual §lge.

| Eamakurs
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The site of the House in Senzobu i Tecated in s quist residential
aran im tha cantar of Tokyd. Boasting plenty of tall, preserved ancient
frees and & large front gardan, tha cld housze in 18 surroundings
fuawvs the vestiges of what used lo be an area teeming with individ-
2al houses, sach of them located in plots of about 4304 M cach,
Howadays, low-Tige apartments and a helerogeneous mix of build-
ngs lie in these former larger plats, which in time have been divid=
=d and subdivided into over smaller pieces of land, thut ferming a
present-day Tokyo urban landocapa

The site of The House in Senzoku reminds ug of & fag thape. The

wTlay af the houss [ihe Nagpolel, with a 7 fl wide access 1o the road,
s BE Ml from the road ityelf o the main area of the Dullaing. This
AR PECIAMGUIAT SpAce CAN D réached aflér passing through the
ang and slender tunnel that forms the allay. Though the architects
nave made the matl of 1, the aras hag vary 1iltle marginal tpace 1efi
Thee flight difference in helight, betwean the house and i3 neighbar
ng butlding, acis at & prychalogical and aptical boundary belveeen
them. The cpeclacular and ralional shape af the antransa af thig
awalling pravides & naw alavation ta (15 furmoundings

Matural lght comes into the living premises enly from the high-
eif area of iy southern section. Conirary to it5 NFst impression from

TR &aTATION, The STrdciure of the building has a complicated compo:
sitton, with five different lavels forming the whole living area. The
nain bedroam i located in the semi~basement 1o ag o secura pri-
azy Tor 1tz owners. In the upper laval, Trom the kilehen area, its
awallers can look dewn 1o Ihe lower level whers the Tiving room 11
tituated. Despite the 1imited space, siairs have been witely podi-
foned connecting all levels with the exterior. The architects dovised
he dimpledl mathod of partitioning spaces, by meant of twa lang
theatre-like curtaing. The diviciont are aided by & high-1ech heat

tulation and alr-condilioning system that accommadatar ta the

=iverse and ﬂﬂﬂﬂilﬁ“ﬁ“}' autrammae fakEona]l WwWaather conditions in
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The iMpreiilve approach fo the house was realized by 1aking advaniame of
1T wnigue Mag chape af 11 tile.
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>> Wiew of the kitchen, playing the leading role of the house.
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The Schir-Valkanover House, localed in a residential and bugi-
fest atea of Groisdielwil, Swilzerland, directly bordering an agri=
cultural zone, was complated in 1998, Hext doar, Waller Sehbr, who
i quoted from vom Baum rum Raum, direcls a modern carpenter’s
workihop that has belonged to the Schir-Valkamovar family for four
generations.

On the Fischbach, in an tdyllic 1ittle valley where a mill, and later
¢ 3awmill once stood, more than & dozen wooden buildings per year
ate prefabricalod today with a lechnigue that allows tham lo be
DUt om Site Within & Tew hours, Adide Trom this, the business conti
nues on wilh the craflt of elasyical CATRETITRY.

Callaboration between Waller Schir, contracior and owner of 1na
puse. and the architeclural effice af Blum k Grofsenbacher, has
dirandy Deam QOINg on Tor féveral years, Their first jainily plannad
and emecuted wooden bulldings date back o the mid-19904.

Regarding the Schir-Valkandver House, the poinis of departure
r the project were the need for individual space for the five meam-
Dars of the family, their decision to Tive in the Immediate vicinity af
thetr workplace, and the fact that thére happened lo be a remaining
emply plot of land owned by the famdily close to the workihop.

The building's extornal appearance iz one of two long volumes
pushed fogether and running parallsl 1o the -..-.:1||.-:,-I dorminated by the
miall river. Wilth three levels altogethar, the north voelume i of
greatar hatght and it housas the campartmentalized structure of the
Bedrooms and Tacilities, Allached to this volume, an the soulhern
vart, a one-story Day refis on thin columns, providing an ample,
apen space ai the main living room of the hours. Tha antranca nall,
a finy domastic workshop, and tha bollar reom are lecaled an the
Jround feor. Tha main el incorporates the kilehen, thae affice,
and Uwo bathrooms running parallal ta the large living and dining
ream. According to Walter Schar, the house in all af fig rimplieity 12
=13 of a house than a multifunetional ab)&Er AT wid. 11 i the resull
=f an excellant and practiesl esmbination of prefabrication tech:

tguag and handeralled Ninishing. {;(:

ide mmEm

=T










>

L
-






Lafi Highi wiew ihe house, Inlegration of 118 modern TaCaoa 1o

EOUniTyErae

Detarly of the inner spdce. 114 ha crafl fimish give the ho
warrilh and orginslity of Character
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A1 Wal Wal waAt barn In Eﬂl-:ll.‘l-l: in 1957 F-I!-||I‘.‘|'|I||"|'I'|qI Big fTUALEE AT
the Beijing Film Institule in the late seventies, he moved to Hew York
«hare he entered the Partont School of Design and Art Sludenti’s
League. After liwing in Hew York for thirteen years, he returned to hig
mame gity, Beijing, where he now retides

in Beijing, A1 YWei Wei works as an artist, amchifect, landscape
designar, and intarior dasignar., Through his landscape design, he
nas recenily completed the site of “The Commune™ by The Great YWall
Froject. A1 a conceplual artisl, his works have been shown in China
and in the United States. Al Wel Wai iz alzo the author of wall-known
bopks such as The Black Cover Book (1594), The Grey Cover Book [1945),
and The ‘Whita Covar Dook [1997). Thate publications are charactar-
red for having made a considerable contribution ta the awarenass
of contemporary arl and & much needed platform for concepiual
artists in China

At prezent Al Wel Wel continues to axplore contemporary arfighic
alues and conceplual 1ssues in his woarkshop studio in Soulh Beijing.
fome of hiz projects Include blue and while porcelain-based works,
fradifiond] Turmmiture-bated work, Af well af pholographico work
sated on "Tha Lunar Festival™ and itz Eclipze in 1997,

The &1 'Wal Whet's hgddie prdjact, |1-¢-1|-}m_--,l Briy the arlist himigll,
comprizing beth hiz own studio and private dwelling, har a total
Moor area of 3380 1, 1F consists of & reinforced concrele skelelon=
frama struciure = left exposed intermally = with reddish brick infill
panels, An oul-tkin of grey facing bricks iz drawn over the tiructure
and articulated with carefully propartioned windaw apenings, The
principal elemant of the schame i the twe-Llery sludio spacd cal at
right angles to the living tract. The windowless studio receivas day-

ant galely from two skylight strips above. The numbear of materials
vied wad reduceEd 1o & mindmurm, A Wal Wal confends Thal, whan
designing his own studig, he took special care of the scale, propor:
flan, and the propar ucage of tha badic matarialf, finca Thade, he

belisvas, are the most important elements of architecture. {{:
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The fludis wat designed to absork effectively planty of natural light fram
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tlena Maleu Pomar was born in Barcelona, Spatn in 1964, After
SATRING & degres If architecture &l Baréalena's Eicola Tecnica
Superior d'Arguiteciura, she sol up her own parinership practice in
the city, whare the hat bean vary active with rehabilitation and new
architectural retidemtial projects. fhe leaches at tha Universitat
ntarnacienal de Catalunys, Barcelana, Spain.

The site of Casa A-M f5 sttuated in Montelar Streat in Barcelona,

af tha milifde of Collsarala Mountain. The plot has a triangular
ihape, with a marked difference, sloping 43 ft betwesn itz upper
part and the streel level, Despite baing a large plece of land of abaut
1OTEQ T, from &n urban develepment point of viaw tha land wai nol
sitaple for buillding, hence the architect could only design a
Jwelling of 2154 Tt on the gradient. The architect firgl placed the
slatform, thal was lo be the ground Moor of the house, on the upper-
maodt part of the site, thus enabling 1t o gain access fo the upper
avdl 0 Onder 1o an)dy the scanary below, The dwellers can enfer the
garage of The house through a steap ramp. The ground flaor leve] can
than Do reached Ihrough the exlerior stairs and a liny bridge that
crostes the English patio situated on the garage level balow, Oncs in
the Rall, & gtaircace leads to the various Moors of the house. On this
figar, one finds the kiflchen and a living room that axtends inte a far-
race togathar with a semi-buriad library Hghted by means of 4 Jec-
and patio. The upper floor incorperates the different bedroams of the
nouss, ssch with 115 awn terrace facing south. From this level, itz
iwellers gain access to the back garden conmected by a ctaircacs to
the swimming pool located on the ground MNooar, On the socond Moor,
3 large studio room, belomging to ihe daughiers of 1he Roufe own-
&rf, DOASis & large T&TTAce Whare one relithes In the astounding vis-
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